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During the event delegates will:

• review student responses to questions and 

understand how to accurately apply the mark 

scheme

• understand how we can support you

• be able to ask questions and share good practice.

Aims and Objectives
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• Paper 1 – understanding the mark scheme and 

marking exercises

• Paper 2 – understanding the mark scheme and 

marking exercises

• Questions and close

Agenda



Overview of the 
specification



GCSE English Literature

Paper 1: 1 hr 45 mins (50%) Paper 2: 2hrs 15 mins (50%)

Section A: Shakespeare

• Two questions.

• One based on a 30-line extract and one 

on the whole play.

Section A: 19th Century fiction

• Two questions.

• One based on a 400-word extract and one 

on the whole novel.

Section B: Post-1914 British drama or 

prose

• Students study either drama or prose.

• Choice of essay questions.

• SPaG is assessed.

Section B: Poetry

• One question comparing one named 

poem from the chosen anthology 

collection with another of the student’s 

choice from the collection.

• One question comparing two unseen 

contemporary poems



Set Texts
Paper 1: Set Texts Paper 2: Set Texts

Section A: Shakespeare

• Macbeth

• The Tempest

• Romeo and Juliet

• Much Ado About Nothing

• Twelfth Night

• The Merchant of Venice

Section A: 19th Century fiction

• Jane Eyre

• Great Expectations

• Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

• A Christmas Carol

• Pride and Prejudice

• Silas Marner

• Frankenstein

Section B: Post-1914 British drama or prose

• An Inspector Calls

• Hobson’s Choice

• Blood Brothers

• Journey’s End

• Animal Farm

• Lord of the Flies

• Anita and Me

• The Woman in Black (novel)

• The Empress

• Refugee Boy

• Coram Boy

• Boys Don’t Cry

Section B: Poetry

• Relationships

• Conflict

• Time and Place

• Belonging



Documents for this course

You may wish to take the time to download the following documents before we start to look at the 

exemplars.

• SO2 – Extracts and Questions

• SO3 – Exemplars for marking (with mark schemes)

Due to time constraints, we will only be looking at 1–2 exemplars for each section during the course but 

there are additional exemplars on the website and in the examiner reports.



Assessment Objectives

AO Assessment Objective % in GCSE

AO1 Read, understand and respond to texts

Students should be able to: 

• maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response

• use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate 

interpretations

37

AO2 Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create 

meanings and effects, using relevant subject terminology where 

appropriate

42

AO3 Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in 

which they were written

16

AO4 Use of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, 

with accurate spelling and punctuation

5



Where is each AO assessed?



Paper 1: Shakespeare



Shakespeare

• The question has two compulsory parts. 

• Part a) is a close analysis of an extract which will be approximately 30 lines in length.

• Part b) is focused on how a theme from the extract is explored elsewhere in the play. Candidates also 

consider the context of the play.  

• Part a) is assessed for AO2 (20 marks).

• Part b) is assessed for AO1 and AO3 (20 marks).



Paper 1: Shakespeare – Extract and Question – Macbeth



Paper 1: Shakespeare – Macbeth – Mark Scheme Part (a)



Marking exercise 1 – Scripts 1 & 2 – Macbeth

• We are now going to look at some exemplars – document SO3 in your pack.

• Look at Script 1 and Script 2 (pp.2–6) 

• These are part (a) for Macbeth.

• Read through the scripts using the mark scheme (p.7) and decide which level you would place them in.

• Put any comments or questions into the group chat.



Script 1 – Examiner Commentary and mark – Part (a)

Part (a):

• this is a good example of a response that meets all of the requirements for a Level 2 as it moves beyond 

a narrative approach and shows some understanding of the extract and the characters of Macduff and 

Macbeth. Whilst the response does go out of extract briefly at the start, with mention made to the witches, 

and in the last paragraph, this does not impact on the rest of the response and the final mark awarded

• the candidate does explore both characters and how Macbeth is ‘wary of Macduff’, ‘confident’ and ‘noble’. 

Whilst Macduff is considered an aggressive man who ‘wants to kill Macbeth’, is ‘fighting for his king’ and 

desires ‘revenge’    

• there is a lack of specific terminology, however the candidate does attempt to discuss specific words or 

phrases when analysing points – ‘coward’, ‘sword’. 

Level 2 – 8 marks



Script 2 – Examiner Commentary and mark – Part (a)

Part (a):

• whilst there are some inconsistencies in the use of names, this minor error does not detract from the 

quality of the response, the integrated evaluation of the extract and the discussion of how the relationship 

between Macbeth and Macduff is ‘extremely tense’

• the analysis of both characters is well-balanced and cohesive. Key areas that are explored include: the 

anger and hatred the two characters feel for each other, the tensions raised by their interactions, the way 

they challenge each other both verbally and physically and their determination to destroy their ‘enemy’

• all points are well-supported with close and accurate textual examples

• the use of terminology and analysis of language structure and form is extremely assured and includes 

discussion of a range of features including: metaphors, word classes, the use of the third-person, and the 

inclusion of varied sentence structures to emphasise emotions.  

Level 5 – 20 marks



Paper 1: Shakespeare – Extract and Question – Romeo and 
Juliet



Paper 1: Shakespeare – Mark Scheme Part (b)



Marking exercise 2 – Scripts 3 & 4 – Romeo and Juliet

• We are now going to look at some exemplars – document SO3 in your pack.

• Look at Script 3 and Script 4 (pp.8–12) 

• These are both for part (b) for Romeo and Juliet.

• Read through the scripts using the mark scheme (p.13–14) and decide which level you would place 

them in.

• Put any comments or questions into the group chat.



Script 3 – Examiner Commentary and mark – Part (b)

Part (b): 

• the response refers to a number of relevant scenes to illustrate anger

• in each case, there is a consideration of the characters’ motives and an examination of how 

misunderstandings between characters drive the plot

• there is therefore a relevant personal response, written in an appropriate critical style, using support from 

the text

• however, the limited consideration of context restricts the mark to just below the top of Level 3.

Level 3 – 11 marks



Script 4 – Examiner Commentary and mark – Part (b)

Part (b): 

• the response takes the ideas of the ‘grudge’ from the Prologue to demonstrate how anger is a 

longstanding feature of the play’s context and concerns (‘fighting was common’)

• there is close analysis of a number of relevant scenes, including the street brawl and those demonstrating 

Tybalt’s aggressive character

• there is a fully-developed consideration of how anger ends in tragic death whilst context (‘fate, fortune 

and astrology’) is woven seamlessly into the response where relevant.

Level 5 – 20 marks



Paper 1 – Post-1914 British 
Drama or Prose 



Post-1914 British Drama or Prose

• Students complete one essay question from a choice of two on their text.

• Each question will be preceded by a short quotation from the text, to provide a stimulus for the response.

• Questions will focus on one or more of the following areas: plot, setting(s), character(s) and theme(s), 

and will require students to explore the question in relation to the context.

• AO1, AO3 and AO4 are assessed – 40 marks



Paper 1: Post-1914 British Play or Novel

• Students complete one essay question from a 

choice of two on their text.

• Each question will be preceded by a short 

quotation from the text, to provide a stimulus 

for the response.

• Questions will focus on one or more of the 

following areas: plot, setting(s), character(s) 

and theme(s), and will require students to 

explore the question in relation to the context.

• AO1, AO3 and AO4 are assessed – 40 marks



Section B: Example Questions



Boys Don’t Cry – Mark Scheme



An Inspector Calls – Mark Scheme



Vocabulary, sentence structure, spelling (AO4)



Marking exercise 3 – Scripts 5 & 6 – Boys Don’t Cry and 
An Inspector Calls

• We are now going to look at some exemplars – document SO3 in your pack.

• Look at Script 5 and Script 6 (pp.15–24) 

• Read through the scripts using the mark scheme (p.25–28) and decide which level you would place 

them in.

• Put any comments or questions into the group chat.



Script 5 – Examiner Commentary and mark

Boy’s Don’t Cry

• the response covers a range of points from across the novel with evidence of well-developed interpretation

• there is evidence of a critical style about the effects of parenthood from a wide range of characters and a sociological 

perspective

• the response explores the ideas of prejudice and judgement from a number of less prominent characters and the 

impact on Dante

• context is neatly embedded and the statistics are used effectively and support the central theme and idea within the 

novel.  It also clearly enhances the candidate’s points.

• there are a number of spelling errors: despiration, expirienced, benifits, but these are all a single spelling error. When 

balanced against the accurate spelling of seismic, advocate and assumption, they do not detract too much from the 

AO4 awarded

• the response has a range of sentencing which aids clarity and understanding.

AO1–3: Level 4 – 24 marks

AO4: Level 3 – 7 marks



Script 6 – Examiner Commentary and mark

An Inspector Calls

• this is an interesting full mark response which considers Eva Smith as a construct and does not make her the focus of 

the response

• this script is an excellent example of how the candidate can interpret the questions and how marks should be 

rewarded for these personal critical interpretations. Eva is used in this instance as a catalyst for the events in the play  

• it has an assured critical style and demonstrates an assured, mature and perceptive reading of the play

• the response recognises that Eva is a representative of the issues in society at the time and the reasons for 

this.  There is a broad and insightful range of quotations used to explore the many points made

• the candidate does use a significant amount of contextual referencing however, this is predominantly used to support 

the points and exemplify the challenges Eva experiences at that time.

AO1–3: Level 5 – 32 marks

AO4: Level 3 – 8 marks



Paper 2 – 19th-century 
novel



19th-century Novel

Students complete a two-part question:

• Part a is focused on a close language analysis of an extract of approximately 400. AO2 – 20 marks.

• Part b questions may focus on different aspects of the text, requiring exploration of one or more of the 

following areas: plot, setting(s), character(s), theme(s). AO1 – 20 marks.



Extract and Question – Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde



Part (a) – Mark Scheme – Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde



Marking exercise 4 – Script 7 – Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

• We are now going to look at some exemplars – document SO3 in your pack.

• Look at Script 7 (pp.29–30) 

• Read through the script using the mark scheme (pp. 31–32) and decide which level you would place it in.

• Put any comments or questions into the group chat.



Script 7 – Examiner Commentary and mark

Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

Part (a): 

The candidate responded well to the extract focusing on Lanyon and the situation discussing the mystery 

created by Lanyon’s behaviour. The candidate uses supporting quotations effectively. There is a good 

understanding of the situation evident, discussing the effect on the audience/reader. There are references to 

tone, imagery, and touches on structure. 

Some thoughtful points made. 

Level 4 – 14 marks



Extract and Question – A Christmas Carol



Part (b) Mark Scheme – A Christmas Carol



Marking exercise 5 – Script 8 – A Christmas Carol

• We are now going to look at some exemplars – document SO3 in your pack.

• Look at Script 8 (pp.33–35) 

• Read through the script using the mark scheme (pp.36–37) and decide which level you would place it in.

• Put any comments or questions into the group chat.



Script 8 – Examiner Commentary and mark

Part (b):

Happiness is explored through Fred, Fezziwig, the Cratchits and a little on Belle though it should be noted 

that the reference to Scrooge dancing with her is an error as it is not in the novel. 

The candidate considers Fred’s attempt at making Scrooge happy and ends the point with a nice 

comparison to show ‘his mind set change’. 

The candidate compares Fezziwig’s jolly character to Scrooge being as ‘hard and sharp as flint’. 

Finally, a sound point is made on the Cratchits all loving Christmas together despite not having much money. 

The candidate tries hard to engage with the text and shows a relevant personal response soundly related to 

the text. 

Level 3 - 12 marks



Paper 2 – Anthology and 
Unseen Poetry



Anthology Poetry

• Part 1: students answer one question on one named poem from the poetry anthology collection, 

reproduced in the question paper, and one poem of their choice. Students will compare the poems. 

Questions will focus on the language, form and structure of the poem and the contexts in which the 

poems were written.

• AO2 and AO3 will be targeted. 20 marks



Poem and Question – Conflict



Mark Scheme – Indicative Content – Conflict



Mark Scheme – Levels – Conflict



Marking exercise 6 – Scripts 9 & 10 – Anthology Poetry

• We are now going to look at some exemplars – document SO3 in your pack.

• Look Scripts 9 & 10 (pp.38–42) 

• Read through the scripts using the mark scheme (pp.43–45) and decide which levels you would 

place them in.

• Put any comments or questions into the group chat.



Script 9 – Examiner Commentary and mark

The candidate compares The Class Game with No Problem. This is a personal and sound response that 

demonstrates a clear understanding of both poems. The candidate considers discrimination and class divide 

and explores the use of dub poetry, repetition, free verse, the oxymoron and repetition. All points are 

supported with evidence. A good point is made about the ‘narrator embracing their class instead of trying to 

be like others’. There are contextual comments. Close analysis is not sustained, but this meets all of the 

criteria for Level 3

Level 3 – 12 marks



Script 10 – Examiner Commentary and mark

The candidate compares the named poem with Cousin Kate.

This is a thoughtful, focused and detailed response, which compares and contrasts a range of points. There is discussion 

of discrimination on class and prejudice with relevant examples given. The similarities and differences between both texts 

are considered. Overall, the analysis is sustained.

The candidate considers the use of adjectives and different nouns to effect. There is analysis of the interrogative opening 

of both poems and the rhetorical questions in particular.

Contextual points are made throughout this response and are incorporated into the overall response.

Level 4 – 15 marks



Unseen Poetry

• Part 2: students answer one question comparing two unseen contemporary poems that are linked by a 

theme.

• Students are required to compare the poets’ portrayals of the theme through their use of language, form 

and structure

• AO1 and AO2 will be targeted. 20 marks



Poems and Question – Unseen Poetry



Mark Scheme – Indicative Content – Unseen Poetry



Mark Scheme – Levels – Unseen Poetry



Marking exercise 7 – Script 11

• We are now going to look at some exemplars – document SO3 in your pack.

• Look at Script 11 (pp.46–48) 

• Read through the scripts using the mark scheme (p.49–53) and decide which level you would place 

them in.

• Put any comments or questions into the group chat.



Script 11 – Examiner Commentary and mark

Considering the time suggested for this part of the paper (45 minutes), the candidate has considered a wide 

range of comparisons, language and structural points, which are supported with relevant evidence. This is 

an assured response that considers: the composition of the photographs, the surroundings, the passage of 

time and the speaker in Poem 2 considering themselves ‘a burden’. The point about sunlight is a particularly 

good point. A range of terminology is included, such as caesura and enjambement.  

Level 5 – 18 marks



Support for marking



Website

Link here

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-literature-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials


Mocks Service

1. Mocks Marking Service

       Two exam options:

o paper-based Pearson-marked for GCSE, AS & A level English

o onscreen Pearson-marked for GCSE English Language 

(2.0 included) and Literature

2. Mocks Moderation Service

       By sending in a sample of your exam papers, our moderators 

       can provide commentaries and reports to help you develop your

       marking skills. 

Download our 

Mocks Service 

PDF 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/Support/services/mocks-services/MockServices_Guide.pdf


Subject Advisor Support

Our subject advisors are experts in their fields and 

are here to support you throughout the year.

Find the Subject Advisor for your area here and sign 

up to receive regular updates from your Subject 

Advisor on qualification news and support for your 

subject here.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/subject-advisors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html


Find out more
 

For more professional development 

courses please see Pearson’s 

Professional Development Academy

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/


Your Feedback 
Matters

Following this event, you will receive an 

invitation to share your thoughts about 

the session. Your feedback is invaluable 

to us, as it helps us tailor our 

professional development materials to 

better meet your needs. Please don’t 

hesitate to let us know what you’d like to 

see more of and what areas you think 

could be improved.
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